Groundwater Exploitation in the High
The editors themselves contribute two substantive chapters. The first, on the physical geography of the region, gives an overview of the uses for Ogallala Aquifer water. The second focuses on issues in the management of groundwater-depletion, water quality, and the perceptions of these problems by farmers.
Other contributions in the book delve into nearly every facet of groundwater use. Donald E. Green, of Chadron State College, provides a look at the historical development of irrigation technology, from pumps to center pivots. Jack Wallace began his journey by noting irrigation projects around Garden City, Kansas, particularly the budding pump irrigation industry. He then traveled to the Texas Panhandle, the Salt River Valley in New Mexico, and found himself in "the real California," which he claimed was "quite unknown east of the Rockies." In his journey to the Pacific, Wallace witnessed the humble beginnings of presentday metropolises such as Phoenix and Los Angeles, and the birth of irrigated agriculture in the San Joaquin Valley. Wallace headed back east through Utah, Idaho, and Colorado, viewing irrigation projects at Umatilla, Boise, and Greeley.
Throughout his travel, Wallace frequently talked with the men and women who farmed the arid lands of the west. He noted their methods of tillage, troubles encountered with frosts, and lack of government water (especially in the headlands of the Roosevelt Dam in Arizona). The farmers, and their wives, were divided as to the worth of the country, complaining of the isolation and the dust yet determined to stick it out.
Wallace acts as an advance scout for those Iowans interested in trying their hand in the West, carefully recording favorable areas for agriculture and for irrigation. He also casts a wary eye upon real estate men seeking to lure prospects, exposing some of their deceptive practices for the Com Belters.
Wallace's style is straightforward, quoting liberally in the dialects of those he talked with, and makes excellent reading. The book is an excellent snapshot of American agriculture at the start of its modem era and an interesting social history as well.
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